
Blog Assignment...

Now that we are all set up with blogs and Bloglines accounts, it is time to start using 
these tools.

Usually, you will be assigned one post to your blog per week. This means that I will be 
marking one post per week from you. If you write more than that (and I would encour-
age you to do so), then you should pick what you feel is your best post from that week 
and let me know which one to mark.

Topics:

Your blog post topics are up to you. For the last while you have been checking out blogs 
and ‘Google News’ for things that you are interested in. Now you need to start writing 
about those things. 

You need to use categories on your blog. This is a must. The categories themselves are 
up to you (ex: travel, technology, skateboarding, music, film, food, University Entrance, 
etc). You may want to have one called ‘on my mind’ or something like that, where you 
can write about what you are thinking about, but remember that this is open to the pub-
lic, so post accordingly (don’t use student names, or gossip). 

Your blog post will be over and above assigned reading... for example: you are now writ-
ing reflections on short stories. This doesn’t count as your blog post as it is something I 
have already assigned. I will, however, be sensitive to your workload for this course (ie if 
there is an essay you are working on, I won’t require a blog entry that week unless it is 
related to the essay). I will also provide time in class for you to work on your blog posts. 

Marks:

Your posts will be marked for spelling and grammar (of course), as well as composition. 
You should focus on developing your own writing style, but also on paragraph and sen-
tence composition. You will also be marked for the depth of your exploration (ie con-
tent). 

Remember to write your posts in Word and save them, so you won’t lose them 
and you won’t lose marks for spelling errors. 

Your first ‘official’ blog post will be due Tuesday, Feb. 21st. It should outline what you 
are interested in blogging about. You should also make reference to any blogs you have 
found that you will follow and what you have done to your Bloglines account. This post 
need not include links to outside sources, but upcoming ones need to (see the rating 
scale for more info).



Elements Strong 5 Developing 3 Needs Work 1

Overall Use of 
Blogs- quality of 
entries.

Submitted blog entries are 
substantial, show an in-
vestment of thought and 
time, and go beyond the 
assigned amount.

Blog entries are uneven in 
quality. Some seem to be 
simple lists and/or retel-
lings of personal events. 
Few connections made.

Entries are lacking and 
consistently rely on retell-
ing personal events and/
or lists. No connections 
made.

Engaged Writing/ 

Community/ 

Constructing 
Knowledge

Entries show strong con-
trol over language and the 
writer uses flair and origi-
nality. 

Blogger links consistently 
to outside sources and 
connects/ with and adds 
to the ideas of others.

Blogger responds in a 
thoughtful and reflective 
manner to comments and 
adds new ideas and 
comments to peer blogs

Entries show a working 
control over language. 
The writer may take risks 
in writing, but some may 
not work.

Links to outside sources 
are infrequent and are not 
often explored/ built upon

Some comments are ad-
dressed, but not in a way 
to encourage continued 
discussion.

Student rarely comments 
on peer blogs.

 

Entries lack flair or a 
sense of voice. 

No links to outside 
sources are made.

Positive comments are 
rare/nonexistent. 

Student does not com-
ment on peer blogs.

Mechanics No noticeable errors in 
grammar or spelling. 
Paragraphs flow seem-
lessly.

2-3 spelling/grammar er-
rors. 

Paragraphs seem discon-
nected or run together at 
times.

3+ errors in spelling/
grammar that impede 
meaning.

Paragraph structure is 
weak or not present.

Modified from :  http://edweb.sdsu.edu/courses/edtec296/assignments/blog_rubric/html

 


